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Performance notes

Piano

Between bar 196 and 203, tie a length of magnetic tape (from a cassette tape) onto the D string. Pull
the length of the tape up and out towards you so that it is taut. At bar 204, run your forefinger slowly
down the length of the tape and then back towards you. Repeat this motion for the duration of the
diamond noteheads.

Percussion

Bowed notes should be attacked once and then let ring.
Bolts should be suspended from a percussion rack. They can be struck with a small plastic mallet.

Double bass

Harmonics are notated at written pitch. Other harmonics can be substituted in to achieve the pitch
notated in brackets.

Programme note

The word skirl describes both the shrill sound of a bagpipe and the keening of the bereaved. There is
something in it that is mournful, overwhelming, and paradoxically ecstatic in its density and power.
There is ugliness and beauty, and there is grief and resilience.

| wrote this piece for Alarm Will Sound as part of the 2018 Mizzou International Composers’ Festival.

It is dedicated to my sister, Chloe.

- Gemma Peacocke, Princeton, May 2018






Instrumentation

Flute

Oboe

Clarinetin A

Clarinetin A

Bassoon

Hornin F

Trumpetin Bb

Trombone

Percussion 1: Glockenspiel / Triangle / Drum Set (Hi-Hat, Ride Cymbal, Snare, Low Tom, Kick Drum)
Percussion 2: Marimba (Five Octaves), 3x Zinc-Plated Hex Bolts with approximate pitches C5, D, and Eb5
Piano

Violin |

Violin |l

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

You will also need

Percussion

4x Bows for marimba and glockenspiel

Percussion rack from which to suspend bolts

Bolts (available from hardware stores), wax cord (or other cord) and hooks with which to suspend them
Hard plastic mallet (or other mallet to produce a clean tone) for bolts

Trumpet
Fibre mute or other soft tone mute

Trombone
Soft tone mute or bucket mute

Piano
Length of magnetic tape from an audio cassette tape

Double Bass
C-extension and D gate or E string drop-tuned to D
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